For Immediate Release: August 12, 2009 

SAINT CROIX RESCUE IN THE USVI RECEIVES NEW ODYSSEY RESCUE VEHICLE

Saint Croix, the largest of the US Virgin Islands in the Caribbean relies on Saint Croix Rescue to provide their emergency rescue services. This well trained volunteer organization headed up by Chief Greg Richards stations their primary rescue truck at Juan F. Luis Hospital, which is centrally located on the island. They run their operation from the Saint Croix Rescue Academy where back up vehicles for high angle rope rescue and other emergencies are kept. Chief Richards was able to raise funds using local and federal grants to replace their 21 year old first line rescue truck. Researching the options Chief Richards came across Odyssey Emergency Vehicles in New Jersey who has built many vehicles over their 30 year history and was especially interested with Odyssey's experience supplying similar rescue vehicles to other Caribbean islands. Their neighbor, Saint John Rescue purchased a specialty rescue vehicle and a smaller rural response unit from Odyssey years earlier and has been very satisfied with the quality of Odyssey products and services when responding to emergencies with their rough, steep and narrow roads navigating the island.

Through many meetings with the members of Saint Croix Rescue and conversations with Larry Kahan, President of Odyssey a design was established that would suit the needs of the squad and the island they call home. The vehicle chosen was a 2009 F-550 4X4 with a 4-door cab to hold up to 5 members and a diesel engine specifically designed to be used as an emergency vehicle. The body is manufactured from high-grade aluminum similar to large fire apparatus to endure many years of service. Seven compartments around the body were specifically designed to hold equipment from hydraulic powered tools to open up a car, boat or building, tools, medical supplies, lighting and other equipment. Diamond plate running boards, panels and roof deflectors protect areas that could be damaged while responded in wooded areas and on the front is a custom, very heavy duty steel bumper with a Teflon face for protection. Built into the bumper is a 12,000 lb winch to pull the vehicle out of trouble, lift a heavy object or assist to free a trapped patient. The front, rear and side of the truck are wired for an additional portable winch if the front of the vehicle cannot be positioned to use the front winch.

For power Odyssey installed a 12KW PTO under the body generator, which maximizes interior storage for all of the equipment, required to be onboard. There is enough power for the 4,000-watt pneumatic light tower on the roof, rear mounted removable tripod light, built in compressor for air-powered tools and any additional equipment requiring 120 or 240 volt power. This unit produces power when the engine is running by turning on a switch at the dashboard. Hidden in the back of one compartment is a component compressor with remote hook ups for using air tools on any side of this rescue vehicle.
In the cab close to the driver and passenger is a custom console to control state of the art LED emergency lighting and support communications equipment and an onboard computer system. Battery chargers, portable radios and flashlights operate off of the battery system and when the unit is parked, takes advantage of Caribbean sun through a solar panel battery charger on the roof. The solar panel assures the vehicle's batteries are always charged and ready to respond when needed.

Odyssey's graphics department installed reflective markings to easily identify the vehicle at night and also included the Chevron emblem on the rear, which is required on all current apparatus.

The new rescue vehicle was a much needed addition to the Squad since their existing unit is over 20 years old with 20 year old technology. When visiting St. Croix you can be assured that the Saint Croix Rescue has a custom designed, state-of-the-art fully equipped rescue vehicle to respond to any emergency with a well trained staff.

Established in 1979 as the market pioneer, Odyssey of Wharton NJ manufactures first response EMS units, Fire Chief, Command units, Specialty law enforcement and commercial vehicles based on sport utility vehicles, vans, trucks, trailers, light and medium duty rescues. In addition to response and specialty conversions Odyssey offers custom cabinet systems built to order and shipped to you for easy "Do-it-yourself' installation into existing vehicles.

"The only limit is the imagination."
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